== The Humanist Society '

of the Suncoast

A Socratic society dedicated to the proposition that the fully examined life is well worth living.
Member organization of the Humanists of Florida, the AHA, COR, and CSH. Find us at www.suncoasthumanist.com
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Is There a War on Women?

RAISE YOUR VOICE!

Dr. Ruth Whitney will discuss the question,
there a war on women, nationally and inter-
nationally? To help answer this question,

she will examine a number of sources,
including Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl Wu
Dunn’s 2010 book, Half the Sky: Turning
Oppression into Opportunity for Women
Worldwide. Then she will consider US data

to reflect on what the media calls the
Republicans’ war on women.

SHOUT OUT AGAINST THE
WARON WOMéeN

Who is Ruth Whitney?

When John F. Kennedy was seeking recruits for his newly
formed Peace Corps, Ruth Whitney eagerly volunteered. So, in
1961 she set off for Africa as part of the very first group to
serve in the Peace Corps. “In 1961 all the Peace Corp
volunteers were invited to the White House and we attended a
reception with JFK and I met him," she said. That was the
first major action of this year's recipient of the Gardner
Beckett Award. Since those early days, Whitney has worked
for justice and equal rights for everyone, marching in

Washington for Civil Rights, against the Vietham war, Pg.4

Transforming Ourselves
and Our World

Ruth Whitney

Remember... we meet|

in the Countryside Library at
2741 State Rd. 580 in Clearwater
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) it | Please join us
; il for this free and
open discussion.
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On Saturday,
May 5th
- at 2 PM:
= -4 Clearwater Country
S“‘ -side Library
.~ %1 2741 State Rd. 580
et ‘il Clearwater, F1 33761

Food: the first kindness. Humanists asplre to true frlendshlp
with our fellow human beings. An important measure of this
is concern for the physical needs of others. Food is first.

Following our
meeting, many of us
will dine and argue

together at the
Greek City Cafe,

across from the mall.

Don’t forget to bring canned and boxed food or checks

o lampa Bay Harvest.
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Volunteer'!

If we are truly to make a
difference in an often indifferent
world, we will have to constantly
renew our efforts.

Even if you have an active work
and family life, there are always
opportunities in ways large and
small to be a leader in helping to
right the world, to heal its wounds,
and to create a place fit for gentle
people to inhabit.

Nor is retirement the end of
activity, but the beginning of
putting your energy and efforts
into the things that truly matter.

If you think that the basic
philosophical outlook of
Humanism can make a major
contribution to human well being
at all levels, it is time to join us as
a volunteer to put your beliefs to
work.

Contribute to the welfare of our
own local chapter by leading
efforts to bridge gaps, bring
tolerance and social unity, and
exercise kindness everywhere. A
little financial help is always
appreciated as well. Start by
renewing your membership!

At a recent board meeting, we
made plans to participate with an
information table at a major
public event in the coming year.

We are putting together a
Speakers Bureau for outreach.
You can help in many ways.

And we need help in setting up our
meetings: chairs, electronic
components when needed,
literature and food collection
tables. See a Board member to
offer your help. JP


http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139C:/Users/HP_Administrator/Documents/ACLU-letters
http://www.tblc.org/members/showagency.php?in%5Bagency_id%5D=139C:/Users/HP_Administrator/Documents/ACLU-letters
http://www.floridahumanist.org
http://www.americanhumanist.org/index.html
http://unitedcor.org/
http://www.secularhumanism.org/
http://www.suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.metrodirect.net/humanist/
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Humanists work to build a world
in which happiness is the
enduring criterion of social policy.

What is the
Humanist Way?

1. To extend a human centered approach

to the critical problems of life and society.

2. To encourage attitudes of kindness,
compassion, tolerance and a loving
generosity in human relationships,

and in our treatment of all life. These
attitudes help us to see ourselves in the

lives of others and encourage appreciation

for the remarkable diversity of human
culture and experience.

3. To develop and popularize the skills of

creative and critical thinking that
empower people to challenge prejudice,

superstition and irrationality in every area

of life. Such empowerment enables the
individual to reach the highest levels of
achievement.

4. To exalt those artistic and imaginative
expressions of life which have been the
source of the greatest pleasure and
enlightenment, and which reflect
compelling human truths. Through
music, literature, art, dance, and other
expressions, we embrace the essence of
the human spirit.

5. To explore the grounds of ethics and
morality within the unfolding history of
our evolving culture. Such knowledge
will enable us to become effective
protagonists for the happiness of the
individual person. JP

Our monthly social dinner,

The Moveable Feast for May will be:
Savory Restaurant

located at 12881 Walsingham Road at the east end of a
small strip near the big Baptist church in Largo on
Sunday May 20th at 5:00PM. Walsingham is an extension
of Ulmerton and this red and yellow colored restaurant is
located at the junction of the two with a bright sign out
front.

The Savory is a rather low priced eatery offering every-
thing from salads, sandwiches, eggs, pizza to early bird
dinners and plenty of Italian dishes under $10 - a good
wide range.

Contact Glenn Paul by the 20th at 727-595-3347 or
email at kpaul29@tampabay.rr.com Reserve your spot.

Eewwwhh!

Laugh Lines

Jokes about German sausage are the wurst.
I don't enjoy computer jokes; not one bit.
I changed my iPod's name to Titanic. It's syncing now.
I know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid. He says he can
stop any time.
How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it.
I stayed up all night to see where the sun went. Then it dawned
on me.
This girl said she recognized me from the vegetarian club, but
I'd never met herbivore.
I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can't put it down.
I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on
words.
They told me I had type-A blood, but it was a Type-O.
PMS jokes aren't funny; period.
Velcro - what a rip off}
A cartoonist was found dead in his home. Details are sketchy.
Venison for dinner again? Oh deer!
We're going on a class trip to the Coca-Cola factory. I hope
there's no pop quiz.
I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me.
Did you hear about the cross-eyed teacher who lost her job
because she couldn't control her pupils?
When you get a bladder infection urine trouble.
Broken pencils are pointless.
I tried to catch some fog, but I mist.
What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary?
A thesaurus.
Thanks to Dorothy Wylie
5/12
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A chapter of the American Humanist Assoc.
the Association of Secular Humanist Societies

Board of Directors.
Meets Sept., December, April

Steve Brown, VP

Jim Butler

Robert Byrch

Terry Eckstien

Lois Fries, Secretary

Jon Green

Jim Peterson, President
Frank Prahl

Marios Psomas, treasurer

Emeritus members: Anita Garcia,
Mark Kligman, Jerry Moore, Mark
Winterbottom, Bob Collette, Glenn
Paul, Don Acenbrach, Jackie Jordan,
Brent Yaciw, Mike Hubbard, Matt
Cooper

Jim Butler Publisher.
Jim Peterson, Editor

E-Mail us at:
jim@suncoasthumanist.com

Brighten a Day

for a member of our family
As we get older, we get better,
but sometimes there’s just that
little hiccup that might dampen
our enthusiasm slightly. Then
we need each other ....just a
little more.

Bob Collette & Dot are
always glad hear from you.

Meanwhile, Matt Cooper, Ace
Acenbrach, Rob Byrch, are
also down at the upholstery
shop, recovering from various
afflictions.

If you can, send our
fellow members a note or call,
and let them know you are
concerned. Humanist Helping
Hands on page 3 offers
practical help to members
calling for it.

Contact me if you know
someone who should be listed.
Jim _Peterson

Click on names to launch e-
mail



mailto:kpaul29@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
mailto:dotybob@verizon.net
mailto:matt.progress@gmail.com
mailto:aceadriana@knology.net
mailto:aceadriana@knology.net
mailto:robertbyrch@tampahumanist.com
mailto:Jamestp@metrodirect.net

Humanist Helping Hands O

Several members have formed a caring response team to help any

members of our Humanist family who may need supportive

practical help. This is an independent group, not affiliated directly

with the Humanist Society. But their efforts are wholly consistent with the Humanist
outlook. Contact a member below if you wish to participate.

¢ Terri Eckstein (813) 891-9399

¢ Jerry Moore (727) 455-4973

¢ Nan Owens (813) 662-6612

Contact any of them if you feel you or someone in our group may need help.

Our Humanist Traveling Library

Thanks once again to the great and generous
efforts of Matt Cooper, now hosted by Dale
Friedley, we are able to offer a great selection of
fine Humanist books, that often are not found in
local libraries. This is a circulating library that
depends on the integrity (and memory) of
members to return and keep circulated, the many
volumes in this fine collection. Matt has “paid it
forward”, now it’s your turn.
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~ Join or Renew ~

The Humanist Society
of the Suncoast.
Annual Dues
_Trial -3 month- free news

_Regular -$25.

_Renewal (January)

_Reg. Couple -$30.

_Life -$200.

_Life Couple -$250.
_Associate -$10.
_Contribution for growth

If new, please fill out the form;
if renewing just indicate your name and any
changes from our previous information. Thanks!

Name:

Address —if new :

City, State, Zip

Our Humanist Society
is actively looking for
interesting speakers
with novel and well
thought out ideas on
just about any subject
of interest to a general
audience - even if not
from a distinctly
Humanist perspective.

Here's a chance to do some good
by 'clicking on' to some various websites
daily. It only takes about 1 minute each day
to click onto thebreastcancersite.com,
thehungersite.com and about 6 more
worthy websites each day, each of which

produces income for the site, and costs
you nothing but a minute of your time.
Please consider doing it daily - it is a gift
that keeps on giving. | have been helping
these websites for almost ten years.

Glenn Paul

Let any board member know
if you would like to recom-

mend a speaker or topic. Call
jim@suncoasthumanist.com

V.

Read Humanist Periodicals:
The Humanist, Free Inquiry, Free Mind,
Humanist Perspectives, Skeptical
Inquirer, Secular Humanist Bulletin,
The Florida Humanist Journal, Skeptic,
Essays in Humanism, and many others.

Have an opinion,
idea,news,or essay?

This newsletter is your space.

For editorial consideration for the
next issue, contact Jim Peterson at:
jim@suncoasthumanist.com

Phone:

E-mail:

(Privacy respected)

Send to:

Glenn Paul, Asst. Treasurer
Humanist Society of the Suncoast
2507 First St. #E
Indian Rocks Beach
33785-3010

“There is no humanist creed, no set of
beliefs to which every humanist has to
subscribe. Humanism is not a dogma
or a sect...as human beings we can find
from our own resources the shared
moral values which we need in order
to live together, and the means to
create meaningful and fulfilling lives
for ourselves.”

Richard Norman, On Humanism
(Thinking in Action)



mailto:jamestp@suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.thebreastcancersite.com
http://www.thehungersite.com
mailto:jamestp@suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Humanism-Thinking-Action-Richard-Norman/dp/0415305233/ref=pd_rhf_f_t_cs_2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Humanism-Thinking-Action-Richard-Norman/dp/0415305233/ref=pd_rhf_f_t_cs_2

John Keiffer:

Atheist
on Trial

Polk County has relented. Local prosecutors decided that after
over a year of threats, to back down on all but one charge. His
supposed crime was that he talked and walked around before the
meeting of the Polk School board. His real transgression
consisted of not paying proper deference to a local minister
leading prayers at this government meeting.

It seems likely that John will not now serve any jail time for this,
but he has lost over 40 thousand dollars trying to defend himself.

This execrable action summons the outrage of all people who
hold a high regard for a truly secular and fair government.
Interested people can check the columns of the Tampa Bay
Examiner. Those wishing to help John’s legal fund can send a
contribution via the Chip-in Website at:
http://johnkieffer.chipin.com/john-kieffer-legal-defense

The AHA conference will be
held in new Orleans Louisiana
this year, which is convenient for
Floridians.

/1°" ANNUAL
CONFERENCE

Gloria Steinem
Humanist of the Year

Reserve the date
now. For June
7th through the
10th.

Register online or

Ira Flatow Debra  Cenk Uygar James Randi by phone at 800-
Sred 837-3792.
Isaac Asimov Humanist Lifetime
Sci Humanist Media Award — Achievement
cience 3
Al Heroine Award
Award
i,
Imagine
There’s No Heaven
HUMANIST ot Religion

CHARITIES A Futore Vi

Bank of Wisdom

Electronic publishing to make the world better

These Rare Books are Amazing, and only a penny a page. Bank of
Wisdom is listing thousands of Rare and Suppressed books in PDF
format. These eBooks have a picture of every page so exact reliability
is maintained. Yet these eBooks can be Searched and the Cut-and-
Paste feature is active, these books can be used for scholarly research,
and quoted by page and paragraph, just like the actual book. And for
the casual reader there is no end of amazing and interesting facts and
ideas that will enlighten, educate, astound, and elevate your view of
History and the World. Most important we specialize in books to un-
brainwash. The cost of most PDF instant downloads is $.01 per page.
($1.00 per hundred page book.) Entry for withdrawals is located
here:

http://bankofwisdom.com

Who is Ruth Whitney...(from page 1)

and for women's rights. After earning a BA at Marquette University,
she earned a PhD in Religion at St. Peter's College in New Jersey.
With these credentials, she first took the academic path, teaching
religion at Rutgers. Though she was a professor, she remained active
politically, and became involved with the Anti-Violence campaign
and the National Organization for Women (NOW). She left Rutgers
to work for NOW full-time at its national offices in Washington,
D.C. As a NOW representative, she traveled around the country
working to get the Equal Rights Amendment ratified.

"I worked in Illinois, Wyoming, South Dakota and Florida trying to
get it into law, but we finally lost in the 1980s." she recalled. She
came to Florida and began teaching at Eckerd, College, and
continued to be active with NOW. She soon moved to the
University of South Florida's St. Petersburg campus, where she
pioneered a Women's Studies program. "USF was among the first
few schools to have a Women's Studies course at that time," said
Whitney.

And that's how she became involved in the Pinellas County
Domestic Violence Task Force. The Task Force later honored
Whitney for her exemplary service to that cause. Whitney also
served as a rape crises counselor, and for many years served on the
ACLU Board, leading a successful effort to ban corporal
punishment in Pinellas County schools, with friend and longtime
school board member, Linda Lerner.

Throughout her active life, Whitney has never swerved from her
strong sense of justice and equal rights. She has continued her
affiliations with NOW, as a former president of the local chapter and
also holding both state and national positions, and when the St.
Petersburg City Council voted for an anti-discrimination ordinance
for LGBT citizens, she was there the night before the vote to
convince them to do the right thing.

In spite of all this, Whitney's found time to write a book (Feminism
and Love: Transforming Ourselves and Our World, Crossroads
Press), and she is working on another and

The Gardner W. Beckett Jr. Civil Liberties Award for 2011 is
presented to . . . Ruth Whitney still teaching at USF.

Her latest interest is the Occupy Wall Street movement and she's
attended local gatherings at Straub Park in downtown St. Petersburg
since mid-October. Is she going to step forward to lead this group?
"I don't have to be in charge of something to work for it," she
smiled. Nano Riley for the ACLU


http://www.examiner.com/humanism-freethought-in-tampa-bay/trial-date-set-for-polk-county-atheist
http://www.examiner.com/humanism-freethought-in-tampa-bay/trial-date-set-for-polk-county-atheist
http://johnkieffer.chipin.com/john-kieffer-legal-defense
http://www.humanistcharities.org/index.php
http://bankofwisdom.com
http://secure.americanhumanist.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fsecure.americanhumanist.org%2fconf2012&srcid=17528&srctid=1&erid=1866044&trid=162df431-32f3-455c-9eb6-9b41f96b0f41
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FLORIDA REPORT

Civil liberties news in the Sunshine State
Dear ACLU Supporters,

R emember SOPA, here Congress ould bar access
to online content protected under the First
Amendment? Well no there' s CISPA —the
Cybersecurity Information and Sharing
Protection Act —and this legislation does
something scarier.

It' s an attempt to give the government and
military agencies unprecedented poer to snoop
through people’ s personal information. This
includes medical records, private emails,
Jinmancial information —and the government can do
it ithout a arrant, proper oversight or limits.

It' s as scary as it sounds. Luckily, e kno hat it
takes to defeat it: you.

Tell your members of Congress that you oppose
CISPA and you ant your privacy protected. (Do
not forard: This link ill open a page ith your
information already filled in. To spread the ord,
use the icons belo.)

I as very proud of ho quickly and strongly you and
the ACLU community rallied around SOPA and ere
able to defeat that legislation. We need that
energy again.

Let' s make sure they hear us loud and clear: We
oppose giving the government and military
agencies unlimited access to our private
information and e on’ t let it stand.

Protect your privacy. Tell your member of
Congress to oppose CISPA today.

People

Over Politics

Our Website All newsletters from the past 5 years
http://suncoasthumanist.com

Our sister Organization...

Tlampa Humanist Association

Join us Saturday, May 19, 2012, 11:00 AM
for our next discussion!

Jimmie B. Keel Regional Library
Look for the Happy Humanist sign.
2902 West Bearss Avenue, Tampa, FL.

The Tampa Humanist Association meets on

the third Saturday every month at the

Jimmie B Keel Library, 2902 West Bearss Avenue in Tampa at

11.00am.

In addition, we have instituted a Humanist Movie club and run

joint Humanists and Skeptics in the Pub with our colleagues from

Center for Inquiry.

For a complete schedule of events see:
http://www.meetup.com/Tampa-Humanist-Association

Or our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/tampahumanist

Or our website: http:/www.tampahumanist.com

Join us for this fun, open and, always enlightening

discussion.

THA is headed up by HSoS board member, Rob
Byrch, who in concert with HSoS, brought this

into full fruition in December. Both groups are sharing
programs at all levels, and provide twice as many
opportunities for all members to hear speakers, partici-
pate in social events, and generally share in all the
benefits that come from being in the company of
people like us.  JP

Officers and board of THA:

President: Robert Byrch,
Vice-President: Rick O’Keefe,
Secretary: Dale Friedley,

Treasurer: Gale Barron,

At large Members: Gin Kohl Lieberman
& Jim Peterson

It means much hard work, but the future for this group,
with its outstanding leadership looks very promising.
Those interested in attending future meetings should
register on the Meetup page at:
www.meetup.com/Tampa-Humanist-Association

My Poem to the Religious

! am, what you despise the most,
Rational and critical in my view.
Faith blinded your eyes with this holy hoax &
Inerrant myth or denied existence,
Slavish dogma and unquestionedword.
Death and life, | know the difference!
(Robert Byrch - 2012)

I



http://suncoasthumanist.com/
http://www.clip-pinellas.org/
http://action.aclu.org/site/R?i=hms-zfrqtu4a_Jw03GUZ4Q
http://action.aclu.org/site/R?i=hms-zfrqtu4a_Jw03GUZ4Q
http://action.aclu.org/site/R?i=W6MKiFdL3RHydNdwaMKTqg
http://action.aclu.org/site/R?i=W6MKiFdL3RHydNdwaMKTqg
http://fl.aclu.org/site/R?i=RfoM8DQXRi80erdKOQ963w..
http://www.meetup.com/Tampa-Humanist-Association
http://www.facebook.com/tampahumanist
http://www.tampahumanist.com
http://www.meetup.com/Tampa-Humanist-Association
http://www.facebook.com/byrch
http://fl.aclu.org/site/R?i=g8rygpXu5ps_P3TEG1lU2Q..

Humanism,

Our World,

and Our Future

Watch for a bold new look
in our next edition.
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The world 1s changing and we must change with it.
The time has come for those who challenge
traditional concepts of religion, politics, philosophy,
and life to develop new ways of relating to each other
and the world. These social concerns mandate that to
a greater extent, cooperation replaces competition.

\\l/

Tampa Bay COR

TAMPA BAY COALITION OF REASON

Promoting Action & Unity
in the Tampa Bay Area

Freethought Organizations in the Tampa Bay Area

Americans United, Tampa Humanist Association, Humanist
Society of the Suncoast, Center for Inquiry, UU Humanists
Clearwater, UU Humanists Tampa, Secular Student Alliance
USF, Atheists of Florida, Plus numerous Meetup organizations
that promote what are essentially Humanist ideas and principles.

For several years now, various leaders of the freethought community
in the bay area have been meeting informally to share experiences,
and occasionally to coordinate plans . But recently, changing
circumstances have brought additional pressure to cooperate in
bringing programs and members services to an expanding movement.
At this point leaders continue to meet, and together with the various
boards of directors and committees try to develop policies that will
enable every group to develop its unique role in serving its members.
But now this will also encompass finding ways to share our activities
with members of the other groups. As this momentum continues to
grow, we will keep you informed of developments and problems. JP
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TANVIPA BAY

POST CARBON
COUNCIL

TBPCC is an autonomous adjunct to the Humanist Society.
In February of 2012, council members presented

a course on Post Carbon issues at the University of South
Florida. We showed that there are likely to be dramatic
changes in the way we live in the intermediate future.

If current trends continue . . .

e The population of the United States will increase to over 600
million by 2080, and in 2150 it will equal China’s present size.

e  World population will achieve 14 billion by the year 2075 and
30 billion by 2150.

® By 2030 China will be absorbing all available global oil
exports, leaving none for the US or Europe.

e China’s economy will surpass the size of the present global
economy before 2050.

e In 2072, the federal debt will amount to $896 trillion, or
$1,629,091 for each American (assuming a US population then
of 550 million).

® Thanks to the doubling of US households living on less than $2
per person per day between 1996 and 2011, in 150 years there
will be about 1.5 billion Americans living on practically no
income.
The number of billionaires in the world (having grown from 793 to
1210 in just two years, from 2009 to 2011) will equal the world
population in only 70 years. (Given the previous trend, this is
especially gratifying news: since the rate of growth in the number of
billionaires in the world exceeds the rate of growth in extreme
poverty in the US, this means each American will become a
billionaire before his or her grandchildren plunge into desperate
poverty). ..If current trends continue! The points above are true,
and an invitation to skepticism. Don’t be manipulated by statistics,
but do be aware of the significant problems to which they point.

We invite you to become a member of the Council, and make
a difference in the quality of our lives. Click below for more:
www.tampabaypostcarbon.com



http://www.tampabaypostcarbon.com/

Humanist Books from the AHA

One Planet One People by Carl Coon Hardcover 149 pp $22.
: | By Carl Coon, Former Ambassador to Nepal
In this succinct, highly readable overview of
the evolution of human society, the author
argues that the 21st century will witness a
crucially important and difficult transition for
the human race. Blending the disciplines of
anthropology and evolutionary psychology
with over thirty years of experience in the
diplomatic corps, Coon traces the evolution of
the human tendency to divide others into two

OnE PLANET,
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groups, "us versus them." Today, he argues, we have reached a

stage where the whole world must be viewed as "us," for only a
united world community can cope with today's global challenges.

The Philosophy of Humanism - Corliss Lamont

$16.95

By Dr. Corliss Lamont.
In a work that is a standard text and reference
in the ongoing international discussion
around secular humanism, Lamont offers an
argument for a philosophy that advocates for
happiness in this life rather than hope for an
undefined afterlife. ~ Paperback, 371 pages.

Why Was I Born?

“WHY WAS 1
BORN?Y

$5.00

Why Was [ Born? What is my purpose for being
here?

A Humanistic view of life by Lyle J Simpson.

These books and a great many more can be

ordered from: The Humanist Press
8 http://evolvefish.com/fish/HumanistPress.html

economichumanrights.org

POOR PEOPLE’S ECONOMIC HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGHN
Contact: Rev. Bruce Wright

Phone: 727 278 1547

Email: bgcwright@aol.com or Cheri Honkala at:
cherihonkalaPPERHC@gmail.com

Phone: 267 344 6318

The Poor People's Economic Human Rights Campaign and
others will march on opening day of the Republican National
Convention on AUGUST 27th, Monday from 3pm to 530pm.
This is a March of the Homeless, the Poor, the Unemployed and
Supporters to call for a STOP TO ALL FORECLOSURES,
STOP THE CRIMINALIZATION OF THE POOR AND
HOMELESS. HOUSING AND FOOD ARE HUMAN RIGHTS!

Current news of interest

The Development Committee
The Committee will meet soon . There is still much to do if the
Society is to fulfill its potential.

The Speakers Bureau

Those of us who would like to help the Humanist cause by
becoming a speaker on various aspects for public organizations
are invited to join the Speakers Group after the meeting.

The Tampa Humanist Association

Rob Byrch hosted the fourth meeting with a roundtable
discussion on the nature of Secular Humanism.
The next meeting will be on May 19th at 11 AM: at the Jimmy
Keel Library in Tampa. See page 5 for more.

(o
Don’t Forget...

‘Tampa Bay
' Harvest
Please...

bring as many boxed and canned food
items as you can to this meeting.

With the important help of Glenn Paul and Tampa bay
Harvest, we can do our part to help relieve significant
human suffering in our area. This year’s goal: 1000 pounds.
It’s the Humanist thing to do!

Glenn needs and deserves more support to make this project

the success it ought to be for an organization of our size. If

you can help (and I know you can!) please see Glenn to offer
your support.

Find out more about end of life issues. Everyone has to
face this final question. But there are choices not provided
by conventional institutions. For more information see:
http://hemlockflorida.org/index.htm &
www.compassionandchoices.org

Compassion & Choices
Choice & Care at the End of Life.
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May 2012 Calendar

Submitted by Rick Okeef €, with Dale Friedley, & Rob Byrch

Dates/times may change due to unforeseen reasons,
Event details are on CFI website! http://www.CenterForlnquiry.net/Tampa
Please RSVP, most meetings. Receive invitations, reminders, and changes
from CFI. http://www.meetup.com/CFI-Tampa-Bay/

Joint CFI & Brandon Atheists—BRANDON

Starts Sunday, May 13 at 7:00 pm

Location: The Brass Tap, 775 Brandon Town Center, Brandon, FL
map: RSVP to Kathryn before Saturday, Apr. 7, noon at

The Brandon Atheists are a fun and friendly social-only group (no
divisive activism). So, if you want good conversation and a choice of
400+ craft beers, visit our monthly joint evening of freethought
enjoyment. Ask the host for the Brandon Atheists table.

CFI Skeptics/Humanists in the Pub—CARROLLWOOD/
NORTHDALE

Starts Thursday, May 10th, 2012 at 6:00 pm

Location: Michael’s Grill, 11720 North Dale Mabry Hwy., Tampa, FL
33618 813-964-8334 Menuw/map: RSVP required: "REPLY" or call
813.443.2729 by Wednesday 6 PM, Apr. 11. One of the few better
places we’ve found where we can easily converse. There’s a fine wine
shop next door. Invite freethinking friends; there’s strength in
numbers.

CFI Skeptics —BRANDON

Location, time & place: TBA
RSVP to Carl at (813) 661-0633 or here.

UU Clearwater Humanists—CLEARWATER

Lecture: Firday, May 11, 11am 2012 at 5:30 pm

Location: Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater,

2470 Nursery Blvd., Clearwater, FL

Info and map to UUC: http://uuclearwater.org/
Potluck supper and small discussion groups breakout on questions of
importance to humanists. The event will start at 5:30 on Friday May
11 and will wind up at 7:30. For more information folks can contact
Bill Norsworthy at 687-9867 or Mark Brandt at 560-0971. RSVP to
Mark before noon, Saturday, Apr. 13 at mwbrandt@mail.usf.edu

Tampa Bay Thinkers Discussion Group—CARROLLWOOD
Monday May 21st at 6:30 pm RSVP at the website.
Is There Really a War on Women?

Location: Carrollwood Cultural Center, 4537 Lowell Rd,
Carrollwood, FL 33618 (NW Tampa)
Click for a MAP to the Center.

A variety of contemporary issues are discussed in depth. Details can
be seen on our Meetup site. If you will be going, please bring a
potluck snack, or picnic-type treat.
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CFI -THA German Beer Night—NEW TAMPA/USF

Starts Wednesday, May16, 2012 at 6:00 pm
Location: Mr. Dunderbak's Beer Garden, 14929 Bruce B.
Downs Blvd., Tampa F1. 33613 (813) 977-4104
Come and enjoy German food and a wide variety of beers with your
fellow freethinkers. If you like Red cabbage, potato pancakes,
sandwiches and other gustatory delights ..., this is for you.
Usually, every 3rd Wednesday is our German Beer night.
Map: http://tinyurl.com/3cy7ctb
Menu: http://dunderbaks.com/menu.html
RSVP required: “reply” or call 8§13.443.2729 by Monday 5 PM,
Apr. 20 so we can reserve space.

Café Philo—philosophical discussion group in Tampa at
Dale Mabry Barnes & Noble See Website for more info.

TAMPA
HUMANIST
ASSOCIATION
INC,

Tampa Humanist Association—NEW TAMPA
Bearss Avenue, Wesley Chapel, FL
MAP: Jimmie B. Keele Library

| N Starts Saturday, May 19th, 2012 at 11:00 am
Topic TBA. RSVP to 813.388.5065 or

Location: Jimmie B. Keele Library, 2902 W.
RobertByrch@TampaHumanist.com before noon, Friday, Apr. 20.

CFI Skeptics/Humanists in the Pub—DUNEDIN

Starts Monday, May 21st, 2012 at 6:00 pm

Location: Café Alfresco, 344 Main Street, Dunedin, FL.

34698-5732

Map, menu, etc.: http://www.CafeAlfrescoOnline.com/
Our monthly Dunedin gathering is a congenial affair, with CFI
members and friends alike sharing far-ranging discussions and good
humor. Join us!
Voted "Best Restaurant on the Pinellas Trail 2009" by Tampa Bay
Magazine, Café Alfresco is a quaint bistro on Main Street, in the
hub of downtown Dunedin. Featuring "home cooking", the food is
indeed quite good and affordable. Featuring select German beers
and good wine.
RSVP is required if you are coming so we can reserve enough
space. Seating is limited! Click here before noon, Apr. 22 (Sunday)
(Tampa@CenterForlnquiry.net ).

Film Meetup: Significant Humanist Films
Always See website for updated info.

Friday May 11th - Wuthering Heights 2011

Eckerd College - Miller Auditorium
4200 54th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, FL (map)

RSVP if you are coming. Seating is limited! Email:
DaleFried@aol.com

National Conferences:

May 18 - 20 - Women in Secularism conference, Washington, DC -
register now!

June 7 - 10 - American Humanist Association’s 71st Annual
Conference, New Orleans Register online or by phone at
800-837-3792.
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BR AIN SEASON

At times the words flow out 0 etry by
come gushing from my brain N o
a warm flow of energy - — Patricia Walters

with the urgency of spring rain

As if to wash out all debris
the worn out and the dead
all that has dried up in me
and needs to leave my head

But why so much pain
like a bloody birth

or a scab ripped off

has this possible worth?

is this a fear I won't be clean
that wasted thoughts won't go
or must they stay to fertilize
what I have yet to grow?

I try to see it as compost
to feed what I learn and write
like lovely blooms of insight

that burst out CZJEENE} v(fh“_‘.é

?

It seems to be a process

a plan that has to be

to know my universe

I must let it flow through me

01/05/10

NOISES

AS LONG AS EARS ARE FILLED WITH MAN-MADE SHELLFIRE
ENORMOUS, LOUDLY EXPLODING SILVER BIRDS
THE CRASHING OF CONCRETE AND STEEL

AS LONG AS THE DEAFENING SCREECHING WINDSTORMS
WITH POUNDING, DROWNING DEADLY SURF
RESULT FROM THE NEGLECT OF OUR EARTH

AS LONG AS THERE ARE SCREAMING CHORUSES

OF HUMAN BEINGS BEING CRUSHED
BURNED TO ASHES OR TORN APART

WE WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO HEAR
SOFT AS THE FLUTTER OF
THE WINGS OF A MOTH,
THE PLEADING VOICE

OF THE HUMANIST

Patricia Walters
09/17/11




