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Freethought Radio to be off the 
air soon, but Still on the Web.  

Atheists of Florida produces the Atheist  
Forum, every Sunday, from 7 to 8 pm. 
 

You will find a variety of subjects discussed, from 
atheism (of course) to science, politics, ethics, art and 
social culture. 
  
The broadcast is available on WTAN-1340 and on the 
internet at TanTalk1340.com 
Be sure to call 727-441-3000, with your questions and 
comments. See page 14 for more.  
 

Check out twenty years worth of past programs of the 
Atheist Forum on our website www.aof.ngo  And 

check into our channel at www.youtube.com for 
additional material.  
 

 
Whatôs Inside? AHA supports the Do No Harm Act 

 
 When the ñthe Religious Freedom Restoration Act 
(RFRA) became law in 1993, no one expected that it 
would be used to allow religiously motivated 
discrimination against other Americans. Sadly, the 
religious right twisted this law to allow all sorts of 
religiously motivated bad behavior, which is why we 
were glad to see the Do No Harm Act introduced in the 
Senate this week. In fact, the AHA is so supportive of 
this new legislation that we are listed as an official 
supporting organization by the Senators who introduced 
the bill. 
 The Do No Harm Act would change RFRA by 
clarifying that it cannot counteract civil rights laws, 
employment law, protections against child abuse or 
access to health care. That means that RFRA would 
finally do what it was intended to do: protect the 
religious rights of all Americans while also protecting 
our civil rights and liberties. 
 Can you take a moment right now to ask your 
Senators to co-sponsor this important bill?  
 In order for this bill to become law we need to over-
come opposition by the religious right in Congress, 
which means we need all humanists to  
take action on this important issue and  
contact your Senators. Urge your  
Senators to co-sponsor the Do No Harm  
Act today!   

 Thank you for standing up against religiously-
motivated discrimination.               Roy Speckhardt 
                                              AHA  Executive Director  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Historical Jesus and the reality of 
peasant life: is it the "gospel truth"? 
Presented by the Center for Inquiry Tampa Bay 
lecture series- with the gracious collaboration of 
UU Clearwater Humanists.  Join us on: 

WǳƴŜ нпǘƘ ŀǘ мнΥол ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦¦ hŎǘŀƎƻƴ 

-- Ron Cooper, Ph.D., will discuss the 

historical Jesus, what little we actually know, 
what the best research says, how first-century 
Mediterranean peasant life under Roman 
occupation was  much different than what the 
New Testament says, how the Gospels give 
wildly different stories about Jesus, etc. Ron 
might read a passage or two from "The Gospel of 
the Twin" and then  a bit about his latest novel, 
his first set in Florida.     More on Page 17 

-- Ron Cooper was born and raised in the South 
Carolina Low country. Following a BA from the 
College of Charleston and an MA from the 
University of South Carolina, Cooper was 
awarded a Ph.D. in philosophy from Rutgers 
University. After publishing philosophical works, 
such as A Phenomenological Examination into 
the Intelligibility of Experience (Ohio University 
Press, 1993), he turned to fiction, and his first 
novel, "Hume's Fork", appeared in 2007.  
 
BOOKS WILL BE SOLD, so bring cash! 
A DONATION of $5+ will be solicited to defray 
costs of this lecture, so please bring more cash. 
UU & CFI paid members are admitted free when 
presenting a current membership card (Planetary 
Level and above). http://bit.ly/2pTDfEj  

http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
mailto:tampa@centerforinquiry.net
mailto:jamestp@metrodirect.net
http://www.tampabaycor.net
http://www.tampabaycor.net/newsletters.htm
http://floridahumanist.org/
http://www.talk.aof.ngo
http://www.youtube.com
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.harris.senate.gov%2fimo%2fmedia%2fdoc%2fSupportive%2520Groups%2520of%2520Do%2520No%2520Harm%2520Act.pdf&srcid=65925&srctid=1&erid=21826862&trid=3c707736-c8b3-4cc8-96ee-9087d7e58119
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.harris.senate.gov%2fimo%2fmedia%2fdoc%2fSupportive%2520Groups%2520of%2520Do%2520No%2520Harm%2520Act.pdf&srcid=65925&srctid=1&erid=21826862&trid=3c707736-c8b3-4cc8-96ee-9087d7e58119
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fcqrcengage.com%2faha%2fhome%3f0&srcid=65925&srctid=1&erid=21826862&trid=3c707736-c8b3-4cc8-96ee-9087d7e58119
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fcqrcengage.com%2faha%2fhome%3f0&srcid=65925&srctid=1&erid=21826862&trid=3c707736-c8b3-4cc8-96ee-9087d7e58119
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fcqrcengage.com%2faha%2fhome%3f0&srcid=65925&srctid=1&erid=21826862&trid=3c707736-c8b3-4cc8-96ee-9087d7e58119
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fcqrcengage.com%2faha%2fhome%3f0&srcid=65925&srctid=1&erid=21826862&trid=3c707736-c8b3-4cc8-96ee-9087d7e58119
https://secure.americanhumanist.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fcqrcengage.com%2faha%2fhome%3f0&srcid=65925&srctid=1&erid=21826862&trid=3c707736-c8b3-4cc8-96ee-9087d7e58119
http://bit.ly/2pTDfEj


 

Join or renew 

Humanist Society of the Suncoast 

 

Annual Dues 
 _Regular -$25  

 _Reg. Couple -$30.  
 _Supporter -$35/40 (With pin above)  
 _Life -$200. (Pin) 
 _Life Couple -$250.(Pin) 
 _Associate -$10  

 
 

Your membership helps keep Humanism alive 
& growing in the Tampa Bay area A small 
part of your dues allows us to participate fully 
as a member organization of the Tampa Bay 
Coalition of Reason & enables us to support 
larger & more exciting programs. 
 

If you have questions concerning your dues or 
status, contact our treasurer,  

 marios_psomas@hotmail.com 
 

If new, please fill out the form; if renewing 
just indicate your name & any changes from 
our previous information Thanks! 
 
Name: 
____________________________________ 
 
Address ïif new :______________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ________________________ 
 
Phone:*______________________________ 
 
E-mail:_______________________________ 

(Privacy respected) 
 
 

Send check made out to:  
ñMarios Psomasò  

Memo line: ñHumanist Society Duesò 
(501c3, tax deductible) 

  
Humanist Society of the Suncoast, AHA 

1013 Connecticut Rd  
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689  
 *= optional  

June, 2018 Volume 31 No. 6 

An Epicurean society dedicated to the proposition that the fully examined life is worth living well. 
Associate organization of the Humanists of Florida, the AHA, COR, & ASHS. Find us at www.suncoasthumanist.com 
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Food: the first kindness & the measure of our Hospitality.  
Humanists aspire to true friendship with our fellow human beings.  
Money is more effective than cans and boxes to get the most benefit to the 
greatest number of people. But we can also use personal toiletries. 

Thanks to Jordan Williams. We need volunteers! Write to 
jim@suncoasthumanist.com Thanx.  

 Tampa Bay Harvest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Dunedin Public 
Library at 

223 Douglas Ave. in 
Dunedin. (map) 

 

Saturday, June 2 
at 2:00 PM 

 
Many of our members 
meet afterward for 
more conversation and 
refreshment  not far 
from the library.  

 List of Fake News Websites:  

 

Before you get too excited about 
an item you want to share or 
comment about, make sure the 
social media item is legit. 
 The list:  

http://bit.ly/2vvrXbb 

 

 Empathy 

A consideration of an essential social 
resource that no only binds us together 
in common enterprise against the 
depredations of an indifferent universe, 
but allows civilization to exist. 

 

We will have a special guest, Liz Kicak 
from the Humanities department of USF 
to lead us in this discussion.   
We will focus on The intersection of 
ethics and empathy (hallmarks of a 
liberal arts education) in science, policy 
making, climate change science, etc. 

 

 JP 

 
 Please 
 
 Join us in: 

mailto:marios_psomas@hotmail.com?subject=Humanist%20Society%20Treasurer
http://www.floridahumanist.org
http://www.americanhumanist.org/index.html
http://unitedcor.org/
http://www.secularhumanism.org/
http://www.suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.metrodirect.net/humanist/
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=223+Douglas+Ave%2C+Dunedin%2C+FL%2C+US
http://bit.ly/2vvrXbb


The Movable Feast  
the Humanist Societyôs monthly social Dinner 

 

Join us on Sunday, June 17th.  
at 5 O'clock for good local pub style 
cooking, and the best company too, at: 
  
 
 
For map Menu

 
 Kindly RSVP to: (727) 581-2146 

Great Conversation and good food, reasonably priced.  

5110 East Bay Drive Clearwater, FL 33764  
(727) 539-6388 

Humanists work to build a 
world in which happiness is the 
enduring criterion of all policy. 

What is the 
 Humanist Way? 

 
  

§ To extend a human centered 

approach to the critical problems 

of life & society.  

§To encourage attitudes of 

kindness, compassion, tolerance 

& a loving generosity in human 

relationships, & in our treatment 

of all life. These attitudes help us 

to see ourselves in the lives of 

others, & encourage appreciation 

for the remarkable diversity of 

human culture & experience. 

§To develop & popularize the 

skills of creative & critical 

thinking that empower people to 

challenge prejudice, superstition 

& irrationality in every area of 

life. Such empowerment enables 

the individual to reach the highest 

levels of achievement. 

§ To exalt those artistic & 

imaginative expressions of life 

which have been the source of the 

greatest pleasure & 

enlightenment, & which reflect 

compelling human truths. 

Through music, literature, art, 

dance, & other expressions, we 

embrace the essence of what it 

means to be human. 

§To explore the grounds of ethics 

& morality within the unfolding 

history of our evolving culture. 

Such knowledge will enable us to 

become effective protagonists for 

the happiness of the individual 

person. JP  

Humanist Society 
of the Suncoast 

A chapter of the American 
Humanist Assoc., Tampa Bay 
Coalition of Reason, & The 
Association of Secular 
Humanist Societies 
 

Board of Directors. 

Meets Sept., December, April 
 

 

Jay Alexander, 
Steve Brown,  

Lois Fries, Secretary 
Dave Kovar,  
Brad Perryman Vice Pres. 
Jim Peterson, President 
Frank Prahl , 
Marios Psomas, Treasurer 
Jordan Williams. 
 

Emeritus members: Terry 
Eckstein, Dr. Jon Green, Mark Kligman, 
Dr. Jack Robinson, Dec. Jerry Moore, 
Anita Garcia, Mark Winterbottom, 
Sidney Goetz Dec. Bob Collette, Glenn 
Paul, Don Acenbrack Dec., Rob Byrch, 
Dec. Jackie Jordan, Brent Yaciw, Mike 
Hubbard, Matt Cooper Dec, Jim Butler  
 

 ~*~*-~*~*~ 
 
Jordan Williams, mail Publisher 
 

Jim Peterson, Editor 
E-Mail us at:  
jim@suncoasthumanist.com  

Laugh Lines  Writing Tips     6-18  
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Need Psychological 
Counseling?  

For a secular therapist, 
click:  

Secular Therapy Org. 
Cognitive Neurosciences   

 
Or call: 

Lynda Gurvitz, 
http://fampsy.org/member/

lynda-gurvitz/  
 (727) 725-8820  

 
Joel Schmidt 

www.floatoncounseling.com  
321-604-7637 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Like the virgin prairie for the explorer, metaphors are 
pregnant with possibility, but don't mix them. 

It behooves the writer to avoid archaic expressions. 

One should not shift from the third person to the second 
person when you write. 

I once read that splitting modifiers was wrong in the library. 

It is generally recommended that the use of the passive be 
minimized. 

Write assertively, if you think no one will be offended. 

A sentence containing a parenthetical phrase (must be a 
complete sentence) without that phrase. 

Avoid the use of vulgarisms that might piss off the reader. 

Avoid rephrasing, which is, in other words, paraphrasing or 
rewording of a statement, sort of like repeating it. 

We've told you a million times not to exaggerate. 

Ambiguity is perhaps more or less sometimes undesirable. 

Hyperbole should not be  unrealistically magnified. 

You will die horribly if you are overdramatic! 

87,327,344 English teachers agree that all statistics should be 
verified. 

When choosing among two, make the best choice. Between 
three or more, pick the better one. 

Avoid overuse of rhetorical questions. Know what I mean? 

I could care less about expressions that mean the opposite of 
what they say. 

Vary sentence length. Uniformity is boring. 

Be sure to use the correct word accept in certain cases. 

Do not use no double negatives. 

Don't verbify nouns. 

Avoid clich®s like the plague. 

Each pronoun should match their subject. 

Never use a preposition to end a sentence with. 

Try to not split infinitives. 

Don't be repetitively redundant or repetitious. 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/5110+E+Bay+Dr,+Clearwater,+FL+33764/@27.9168631,-82.8036376,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88c2e554c39f9281:0xf0239d2bb8ea9452!2m2!1d-82.7335973!2d27.9168808
https://www.applebees.com/en/menu
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
https://www.seculartherapy.org/index.php
http://www.cns-wellness.com/
http://fampsy.org/member/lynda-gurvitz/
http://fampsy.org/member/lynda-gurvitz/
http://www.floatoncounseling.com


Tampa Humanist Association  
  
Meets every third Saturday at, 11:00 AM  

North Tampa Public Library 
8916 North Blvd. Tampa, FL 33604 Map   
June 16th, 11 AM 

Leaders: Lucas Hopegood & Jim Peterson 

This monthôs Issue: 
 

How to be Moral in a Secular World  
 
 
 

 As Humanists it is our task to discover the secret world above and within the 
level of conscious recognition. Using the instruments of reason, & critical 
thinking, we strive to be at one in understanding both the world that made 
us, and the one we are inventing. 
  Each month a new investigation thoughtfully & critically dissects a new 
intersection of mind and matter. Be part of it.  
 At present, we are a small, intimate group meeting in a neighbor-hood 
library. But we are ambitious, and hope to grow. Ideally, such small 
discussion groups should appear in every neighborhood. The need is as 
great as the potential. What is required is a few longtime humanists willing 
to take on the relatively small effort to secure a library meeting room once a 
month, post a few notices here and there (including this newsletter), and 
show up to lead a discussion, share a little knowledge; give something to the 
future.  JP 
    

Learn more about the association at: http://tampahumanist.com/  
 
                                                                      Special from Jennifer Hancock... 

 
The Academy is a community of socially minded workplace culture 
ambassadors that have an exemplary reputation for sharing innovative 
practices for superior workplace joy, productivity, and innovation.They host 
an annual "Wisdom Retreat" for leaders who have a passion for humanistic 
workplace cultures. The retreat focuses on practical Wisdom. Practical 
wisdom is what Aristotle called ñphronesisò. It is a type of wisdom relevant 
to practical things and about making judgments based on common sense and 
deep notions of what is good for the community. We need practical wisdom, 
above all other virtues because itôs what allows other virtues ð honesty, 
kindness, courage and so on ð to be displayed at the right time and in the 
right way. The next retreat is August 7-8 2018 in Sante Fe New Mexico - 
details and registration information here: http://
cultureambassadorsretreat.com/  
Please join the International Humanistic Management Association for a 
live online lunch and learn with Dr. Gerald Wagner - Academy of Culture 
Ambassadors. 

      
 

 
Humanist Quotes  

 6/18 

 

Member, TBCoR, 
Hum Society, & AHA 

affiliate. 

4 

ß=iaUb]gaė]bjc`jYgėZUfėacfYėh\Ubė
the negation of supernaturalism. It 
requires an affirmative philosophy . . 
. translated into a life devoted to 
cbYÞgėckbė]adfcjYaYbhėUbXėh\Yė
gYfj]WYėcZėU``ėaUb_]bX(àė 
              Corliss Lamont 

ßI\YėVY[]bb]b[ėcZėk]gXcaė]gėh\Yė
awareness that there is insufficient 
evidence that a god or gods have 
created us and the recognition that 
we are responsible in part for our 
own destiny. Human beings can 
achieve this good life, but it is by 
the cultivation of the virtues of 
intelligence and courage, not faith and 
obedience, that we will most likely be 
UV`YėhcėXcėgc(àėėėėėėėė 
                   Paul Kurtz 

ß6ė[ccXėkcf`XėbYYXgė_bck`YX[Y&ė
kindliness, and courage; it does not 
need a regretful hankering after the 
past or a fettering of the free 
intelligence by the words uttered long 
U[cėVmė][bcfUbhėaYb(àė 
             Bertrand Russell 

That Sinking Feelingé 

 

Last month, the AHA joined over 
110 other organizations in urging 
Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Alex Azar to reject calls to 
issue a ñdomestic gag rule,ò which 
would force doctors, nurses, and 
other medical professionals to 
knowingly withhold counseling on, 
and referrals for, safe and legal 
abortion.  

To see  the letter to the Secretary, go to  
the AHA site: https://
americanhumanist.org/featured/aha-
joins-110-orgs-urging-hhs-not-reinstate
-domestic-gag-rule/ 

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+Hillsborough,+Florida+33604,+United+States&sll=27.970584,-82.467655&sspn=0.004056,0.004517&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+HillC:/Users/Metrocentral/Documents/2012%20taxes
http://tampahumanist.com/
https://jen-hancock.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce4f7fde90b359ef7fac10d0e&id=18585cc07d&e=4d3e10c113
https://jen-hancock.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce4f7fde90b359ef7fac10d0e&id=18585cc07d&e=4d3e10c113
https://americanhumanist.org/featured/aha-joins-110-orgs-urging-hhs-not-reinstate-domestic-gag-rule/
https://americanhumanist.org/featured/aha-joins-110-orgs-urging-hhs-not-reinstate-domestic-gag-rule/
https://americanhumanist.org/featured/aha-joins-110-orgs-urging-hhs-not-reinstate-domestic-gag-rule/
https://americanhumanist.org/featured/aha-joins-110-orgs-urging-hhs-not-reinstate-domestic-gag-rule/
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An autonomous project of the Humanist Society.  
Affiliate of the Post Carbon Institute  

the Florida delegation have voiced openness toward allowing some 
drilling in the region provided the agencies sign off on it, according 
to the source. And the interest in the eastern Gulf is likely to be 
mainly in deepwater areas rather than shallower waters close to 
shore. 
 
"I donôt think thereôs a chance thereôs going to be near-shore 
leasing," the source said. 
 
Oil and gas leasing is prohibited within 125 miles of the Florida 
coast under a moratorium that runs to 2022. The stateôs 
congressional delegation and Republican Gov. Rick Scott have 
vocally opposed expanding drilling over concerns about impacts to 
the state's huge tourism industry as well as military operations there. 
 
ñImagine resting on one of our white sand beaches, or swimming in 
our crystal-clear waters in sight of a farm of obtrusive white tanks 
full of oil, or having to watch large steel offshore supply vessels 
navigate and anchor nearby, crowding out our recreational and 
fishing boats,ò ten Florida House Republicans wrote February in the 
Tampa Bay Times. ñThe barges, workboats, tank farms, pipelines, 
mooring balls and other equipment that accompany offshore drilling 
and production are wholly incompatible with our tourism and 
residential economy.ò  
 
Three Florida Republicans ð Reps. Matt Gaetz, Francis Rooney 
and Gus Bilirakis ð attended the Wednesday meeting with Deputy 
Interior Secretary David Bernhardt, acting Assistant Secretary for 
Land and Minerals Management Kate MacGregor and several 
Defense Department officials. 

 

Scalise, Bishop aim for deal to open Florida's 
Gulf Coast waters for drilling 

 
House Majority Whip Steve Scalise (R-La.) and Natural 
Resources Chairman Rob Bishop (R-Utah) are aiming to 
strike a deal to allow offshore drilling in the eastern Gulf of 
Mexico if the U.S. military and federal government sign off, 
but it remains uncertain if their effort can convince Florida 
lawmakers to drop their sharp opposition to oil exploration 
off the state's coasts.  
 
On Wednesday, senior Interior and Defense officials briefed 
a working group of lawmakers from five Gulf Coast states 
who are seeking to expand energy exploration, according to 
Scalise's office and Bishop. And the Utah Republican says he 
plans to draft legislative language on offshore oil and gas 
drilling that he hopes to incorporate in either the National 
Defense Authorization Act H.R. 5515 (115) or a broad 
energy package H.R. 4239 (115).  
 
ñThere are some areas where if thereôs sufficient agreement 
between Interior and Defense so it doesnôt impact the 
military mission, they can work that out,ò Bishop told 
POLITICO. ñYou can put a moratorium [on drilling] but you 
give some flexibility, so depending on what the military 
actually needs there could be some development in some 
areas, which happen to be where the oil deposits actually are 
that [energy companies] want.ò 
 
A spokesperson for Scalise confirmed he was part of the 
effort seeking a "constructive path forward" for offshore 
drilling in the eastern Gulf. 
 
"In the briefing, both [Interior and Defense] agreed that with 
appropriate restrictions and proper coordination by the two 
departments, there are some areas in the federal waters of the 
eastern Gulf that could support both military and energy 
activities," the spokesperson said. "Whip Scalise looks 
forward to working with the Chairman and the other 
members of the working group on a path forward to ensure 
our military training exercises in the region are not 
compromised while also supporting the Presidentôs Energy 
Dominance strategy.ò 
 
Several Republican sources said the issue has reached the 
secretarial level within the agencies ð as well as the Oval 
Office. But one source familiar with negotiations said while 
they're moving in the right direction, they may not find 
agreement this year on how to handle the current moratorium 
that expires in 2022. 
 
"The Florida guys are going to have to make a decision about 
what exactly they want," the source said.  Some members of 

 The St. Petersburg  
Astronomy Club, Inc.  
(SPAC), has been meeting  
continuously since 1927. It was  
incorporated in 1979 as a nonprofit,  
tax deductible organization.  
 For almost 50 years SPAC has provided free educational 
programs for its members & the public. For additional information 
send your emails to: spacexaminer@gmail.com  
 Meetings are normally held on the fourth Friday of each month 
(except November & December when it is on the third Friday) at 
the Science Center of Pinellas County, 7701 22nd Avenue North, 
St. Petersburg, FL, 
at 8:00 P.M. Meetings are open to the public. Calendar 
 

M.A.R.S. ï Tampa Astronomy Club  

Welcome to the Museum Astronomical Resource Society, also 
known as the M.A.R.S. astronomy club. M.A.R.S. is sponsored by 
the Museum of Science & Industry (MOSI), in Tampa, Florida. We 
are also members of both the Astronomical League & Night Sky 
Network. This site provides club news & astronomical information 
to our membership & to the public. 
Whether you are new to astronomy & curious about how to 

experience it, or a seasoned veteran looking for an active club to 
spend observation time with. We invite you to attend a meetings as 
our honored guest. 
Monthly meetings are normally held on the 3rd floor of MOSI 

in the Science Works Theater, & take place on the 2nd Friday of 
each month from 7:00PM to 9:00PM. Meetings are free & open to 
the public. 
Details & RSVP:  

https://www.meetup.com/MARS-astronomy-club-at-MOSI/ 

http://www.tampabaypostcarbon.com/
http://www.postcarbon.org/
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
mailto:spacexaminer@gmail.com?subject=Info%20request
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/calendar.php
http://www.marsastro.org/
http://www.mosi.org/
https://www.astroleague.org/
http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
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Rick OôKeefe, 
Coordinator 

The mission of the Center for Inquiry is to foster a 

secular society based on science, reason, freedom 

of inquiry, & humanist values. Since 2002, our all -

volunteer chapter has served West Central Florida. 

Wonõt you support us? Join our community today .  

  

Did your CFI 

membership 

lapse? Find out ð

please send me 

an email so I 

can check for 

you. Include 

your current 

phone & 

address with ZIP, 

please. Iõll look it 

up & let you 

know.  

  

Cordially, Rick  

tampa@CenterF

orInquiry.net  

 

Subscribe to our CFI Tampa Bay 

newsletter here: ƘǘǘǇΥκκōƛǘΦƭȅκнƭƧ¢ŜфLΣ Then 
scroll down the page until you see the red 

section with ñReceive E-Mailsò.  

You might like these blogs: 

Freethought from the Heartland with Reba Boyd Wooden, 

Indianapolis, IN 

Hollywood Reality Check with Jim Underdown, 

Hollywood, CA 

A Skeptic Reads the Newspaper with Benjamin Radford, 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Investigative Briefs with Joe Nickell, Amherst, NY 

Advocatus Diaboli with Tom Flynn, Buffalo, NY 

The Morning Heresy with Paul the Morning Heretic 

Access Points with Timothy Binga, CFI Amherst 

Some of Juneôs activities are: 
ßß Howardôs Skeptics Corner 

ßß Thank Goodness 4 Godless Friday Nights 

ßß CFI Sunday Skeptics Brunch 

ßß Tampa Bay Tech Center Monthy Meeting 

ßß The Moveable Feast w. Humanist Society 

ß   Ron Cooper, ñJesusô Twinò 

ßß CFI SHARE Book Club 

ßß 2+ astronomy clubsô meetings 

ßß Sunday Night call-in ñAtheist TV on the Internetò  

    And more at http://bit.ly/2jaYhv6 

    June 21 is World Humanist Day 

We enjoyed meeting those of you 

who stopped at our CFI table at 

EcoFest on Earth Day at Zoo Tampa. 

Itõs a pleasure talking with humanists 

interested in restoring the 

environment.  

   
What is Secular 

Rescue? 
 

The Campaign for Free 

Expression is an initiative of 

the Center for Inquiry (CFI) to 

focus the public's attention and 

efforts on one of the most 

basic and foundational human 

rights: the freedom to express 

yourself. We hope you join us.  

Around the world, militant 

extremists have harassed, 

attacked, and murdered 

secularists and dissidents for 

daring to promote and defend 

secular government and 

fundamental human rights. In 

some countries, including 

most recently Bangladesh, this 

problem is particularly severe, 

and new threats emerge across 

the globe every day. 

 

Secular Rescue is a program 

of the Center for Inquiry 

designed to provide 

emergency assistance to 

writers, bloggers, publishers, 

and activists who face threats 

due to their beliefs or 

expressions regarding religion. 

Generous public support 

has allowed the Center for 

Inquiry to assist more than two 

dozen individuals and their 

families in escaping to safety, 

either temporarily or 

permanently. 

Learn more including how 

you can help:  

http://bit.ly/2HHgxXA 

The following official 
statement by CFI was made 
public via social media on 
Monday morning, March 5th: 

"The Center for Inquiry is 
committed to a policy http://
ow.ly/eaKH30iL3uS of zero-
tolerance for sexual 
harassment. Serious 
allegations have been raised 
regarding Lawrence Krauss, 
and we suspend our 
association with him pending 
further information."  

Further questions from 
members, supporters, and 
volunteers should be directed 
to Nick Little, Legal 
nlittle@centerforinquiry.net or 
Robyn Blumner, CEO 
rblumner@centerforinquiry.net. 

http://bit.ly/CFI-TampaBay_Support_Us
maiklto:https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjg99HU-__XAhWrzIMKHecgASEQFghAMAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brandonhaught.com%2F&usg=AOvVaw2lDvMRLytrGkEa8gq82zas
maiklto:https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjg99HU-__XAhWrzIMKHecgASEQFghAMAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brandonhaught.com%2F&usg=AOvVaw2lDvMRLytrGkEa8gq82zas
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://www.centerforinquiry.net/blogs/rwooden
http://www.centerforinquiry.net/blogs/jimunderdown
http://www.centerforinquiry.net/blogs/benradford
http://www.centerforinquiry.net/blogs/joenickell
http://www.centerforinquiry.net/blogs/tomflynn
http://www.centerforinquiry.net/blogs/pfidalgo
http://www.centerforinquiry.net/blogs/timbinga
http://bit.ly/2jaYhv6
http://bit.ly/2jaYhv6
http://bit.ly/2HHgxXA
http://bit.ly/2GOeMHv
http://bit.ly/2GOeMHv
mailto:nlittle@centerforinquiry.net
mailto:rblumner@centerforinquiry.net
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Non-participation is a negative personal choice.  

Have you chosen to be positive? 

Click below 

 16 
years in 
Florida 

Take note: In this newsletter 
most graphics & blue text 

are links for your use. 
So click away! 

The purpose of The Clergy 
Project is to provide a safe haven 
for active and former professional 
clergy/religious leaders who do 
not hold supernatural beliefs. It 
originated from a growing 
awareness of the presence of 
these professional clergy and a 
concern about their dilemma as 
they moved beyond faith. 

òMy grandfather once told me that there were two kinds of people: those who do the work and 

those who take the credit. He told me to try to be in the first group; there was much less 

competition.ó ~ Indira Gandhi 

 

 

CFIôs all new ñPoint of Inquiryò  
The flagship podcast of the Center for Inquiry is 

beginning a brand new chapter! 

You can subscribe to Point of Inquiry in your 

podcast app of choice, and if youôre already a 

subscriber, well, donôt go anywhere!  

Sign up here: www.pointofinquiry.org/  
  

University of South Florida 
Humanities Institute  
  

 *** See you in the Fall 2018 semester! 
For engaging speakers & socials, check the calendar at 
http://bit.ly/USF-Humanities  
Many previous lectures are available on YouTube. 
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New & Improved website: https://
CFITampaBay.org. Please visit, then 
comment: what would you like to see? 

http://bit.ly/CFI-TampaBay_Support_Us
http://bit.ly/2a3ogx0
https://cfitampabay.org/?/tampa/
http://bit.ly/2HH5nlH
http://bit.ly/2HH5nlH
http://bit.ly/2HH5nlH
http://www.pointofinquiry.org/
http://bit.ly/USF-Humanities
http://bit.ly/USF-Humanities
http://bit.ly/USF-Humanities
http://humanities-institute.usf.edu/events/previous.aspx
http://bit.ly/2HH5nlH
https://CFITampaBay.org
https://CFITampaBay.org
http://bit.ly/2zrMwb1
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READ THIS: TB-corõs Meetup makes it easy to view & RSVP to our activities & some affiliated 
events. The value to us of your joining our Meetup is that we need to know how many folks expect 
to attend an activity. Some programs are limited in seating; some require ordering books, etc.; 
some are open only to paid-up CFI members; & some require prepayment. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΦ DƻŘ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ǇǎȅŎƘƻǝŎΦέ 
Ϥ 5ƻǊƛǎ 9Ǝŀƴ 

Why arenôt religious views classed as delusions? 
Religious beliefs are typically incompatible with scientific evidence and 

observable reality, but arenôt considered to be delusions. Why not? 

If someone told you, in all seriousness, that they talk to invisible beings 

who control the universe, youôd probably back away slowly, nodding and smiling, while desperately looking for 

the nearest exit or escape route. If this person then said they wanted to be in charge of your life, youôd probably do 

the same, but more urgently, and with a view to finding the nearest police officer. Yet, this happens all the time.  

     é Read the rest here: http://bit.ly/2HX8gzB 

Continuing recommended reading about modern America, these two award winning books: 

Carol Anderson says of Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City, ñthat book breaks my heart.ò 

Matthew Desmondôs Pulitzer Prize-winning book profiles poor families in Milwaukee as they struggle to keep 

their housing. In Evicted, Desmond emphasizes the importance of the home to American life and offers actionable 

solutions to break the eviction cycle that disproportionately punishes impoverished mothers.  

Buy Evicted here: Amazon | Barnes & Noble 

Tressie McMillan Cottomôs Lower Ed: The Troubling Rise of For-Profit Colleges in the New Economy 

includes a blurb from Anderson calling it a ñpowerful, chilling tale.ò On the podcast, Anderson describes it as a 

look at ñhow [for-profit colleges] prey on the aspirations of those who are seeking a college education in order to 

have a better life.ò Through interviews with former students and employees, McMillan Cottom links the for-profit 

college industry to larger trends in race, class, and gender inequality. 

Buy Lower Ed here: Amazon | Barnes & Noble 

 

From CFI SHARE Book Club: for our May 26 meeting Marios Psomas chose The Righteous Mind: Why 

Good People Are Divided by Politics and Religion by Jonathan Haidt. 

For our June 30 meeting Mike has chosen The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for 

Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics by Daniel James Brown  

http://bit.ly/CFI-TB_Meetup
http://bit.ly/2HX8gzB
http://bit.ly/2FQVO3t
https://amzn.to/2JGGSTF
https://amzn.to/2JGGSTF
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=66960X1516588&xs=1&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.barnesandnoble.com%2Fw%2Fevicted-matthew-desmond%2F1122252579%3Fean%3D9780553447453#%2F
https://amzn.to/2GTw0Ea
https://amzn.to/2GTw0Ea
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=66960X1516588&xs=1&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.barnesandnoble.com%2Fw%2Fevicted-matthew-desmond%2F1122252579%3Fean%3D9780553447453#%2F
http://bit.ly/2HXu4Lq
https://amzn.to/2FVRz1B
https://amzn.to/2FVRz1B
https://amzn.to/2Ioefg8
https://amzn.to/2Ioefg8
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and pigmentation, there is no racial distinction 

in intelligence or behavior. The evidence in 

support of this position is easy to obtain. 

Humanism fosters skepticism. 

Of course, similar questions could be 

applied to the belief in the existence of a 

supreme being, astrology, reincarnation, ESP, 

homeopathy, mind-reading, or any belief. 

These ideas may or may not be true. A logical 

person, humanist or other, would wish to be 

certain that there is solid proof to support these, 

or any, ideas before making a major change in 

his or her life, in support of one of these 

concepts. 

But, what about things that we already 

believe to be true, and for which we have never 

seen evidence? If you examined everything that 

you now believe to be true, how many of those 

ideas actually have proof to support them? The 

fact is that many of our beliefs have no valid 

support but we accept them simply because our 

par-ents, friends or, even our pastor told us that 

they were true. We have never been shown the 

proof. We have never asked for the proof. 

Someone whom we trust told us that they were 

true, and that was good enough for us. But 

should it have been? 

Suppose that what we believe to be true is 

actually false. What difference would it make 

in our lives? The difference is that we would 

virtually be under the con-trol of another 

individual or group of individuals. We would 

be reduced to the position of sub-human, or ro-

bot, or slave, or child. We would, in effect, be 

ignorant because we would allow someone else 

to do our think-ing for us. The case could 

easily exist that we could allow a person to 

control our lives who is not as good as we, who 

hates us and who would like to destroy us. If a 

person whom we trusted told us that monsters 

were going to invade our house tomorrow, 

would we possibly vacate it immediately or 

even give it away ð to the person who told us 

about the monsters? If some-one told us that 

we would have bad luck if a black cat crossed 

our path, or that we would get rich if we played 

(Continued on page 10) 

Casper Rigsby writes, ñThere are five fairly simple ideas 
concerning atheists and atheism that I think everyone should 
understand. These ideas cover what an atheist is by 
definition, some generalizations that theists often indulge 
about atheists and atheism, and finally the most important 
thing one can know about an atheist. Understanding these 
ideas will give a clearer picture of what atheism really is and 
also what it really isn't. While there are many other things 
one could know about atheists and atheism, I feel these five 
things are the most important.ò 
And hereôs the article: http://bit.ly/2HXKFz2  
Thanks to Atheist Republic for the lead. 

Thanks to Dr. Charles W. Faulkner for the following. 

"Humanism? What's that?" 

The above quotation is nearly the precise response that 

one would get were he or she to ask anyone to consider 

becoming a humanist. People can benefit greatly from 

adopting a humanist position on every issue that in-volves 

them. 

 What humanism entails. 

First, let's clarify our terms. Humanitarians and hu-

manists are not necessarily one and the same. The terms 

are somewhat different. While humanitarians contribute to 

worthy causes, humanists are dedicated to the cause of 

humanity. That is, humanists want hu-mans to become all 

that they can be, especially in a psychological sense. 

Perhaps the greatest infringement upon your freedom is 

the society, or individual, that tries to tell you what to think 

and how to behave, and punishes you if you refuse to think 

and behave the way it (HE or SHE) wants you to. 

Humanists want to know why they should think or 

behave a certain way. If they are given logical reasons they 

might buy the idea. If the reasons are not good ones they 

will likely choose to reject the ideas. 

Take racism, for instance. After years of intense, in-

depth research by scientists, biologists, anthropologists, 

geneticists and human behaviorists, it has been determined 

that, although people differ racially with respect to features 

L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƪŜǇǝŎƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƴǝŘƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜ ςŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜϥǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜς ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛǘϥǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ 
ǿƘŀǘϥǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƻǊ ŦŀƭǎŜΦ !ƴŘ ȅŜǎΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƭƛŦŜΦ Ϥ tŀǳƭ YǳǊǘȊΣ άCŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ aƻŘŜǊƴ {ŜŎǳƭŀǊ IǳƳŀƴƛǎƳέ 

http://bit.ly/2HXKFz2
https://AtheistRepublic.com
http://bit.ly/2HXKFz2


Founded in 1988 by Gary P. Posner, M.D., Tampa 
Bay Skeptics is a nonprofit educational & 
scientific organization devoted to the critical 
examination of paranormal & fringe-science 
claims, & the dissemination of factual information 
about such claims. Read More! 
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a certain number on the lottery, we might spend the rest of 

our lives avoiding black cats, or spending a small fortune 

playing the lottery. 

Yet, the reasoning implicit in a well-grounded plan can 

free one from continued oppression. It can free one from 

fearing those things that shouldn't be feared and from 

being intimidated by those things that shouldn't be 

intimidating. It can motivate one to fearlessly take the 

strong and necessary steps to create his or her own destiny, 

instead of waiting for a mysterious, hopefully benevolent, 

force to do it for them. 

What humanism can accomplish. 

Humanism is little more than reason and common 

sense. It is the desire that a person has to believe only 

those things that have been proven true with empirical 

proof (the five senses) and logical thinking, and to fight 

for the right to live in a society that allows everyone to 

believe what he or she wants to believe as long as it 

doesn't infringe upon the rights of someone else who 

wants to do the same thing. 

The very oppression of [Freethinkers and especially] 

African-Americans cries out for them to throw off the 

cloak of the supernatural which appears in the form of 

astrology, ESP, palmistry, theism and ghosts ð and to 

throw off the fear and intimidation that accompany them. 

Freedom requires sound, logical thinking that removes the 

crutches of phenomena whose existence has never been 

proven. Humanism and its fearless logic can open the door 

to freethinking and freedom for all people, especially 

African-Americans. 

Are you a member of Center for Inquiry Tampa Bay? If 

not, please note that joining us makes you a member of 

CFI worldwide with all the applicable benefits. Website: 

http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I and ñJoin usò.  Please choose your 

level of support http://bit.ly/2pTDfEj. Is there value to you 

in supporting your freethinkerôs beliefs with a membership 

or donation? If not, consider an application to become a 

volunteer. Thanks in advance for your support. 

(Continued from page 9) 

 

The Crafty Freethinker é Yorkshire lass 
born and bred, currently living in the Sunshine 
State. Maker of fine Secular Jewelry, and 
lifelong freethinker, my work can be seen by 
clicking on the image at left. 

ñIf there are any lessons to be learned from 
history, it is that we should be skeptical of all 
points of view, including those of the skeptics. 
No one is infallible, and no one can claim a 
monopoly on truth or virtue. It would be 
contradictory for skepticism to seek to translate 
itself into a new faith. One must view with 
caution the promises of any new secular priest 
who might emerge promising a brave new 
worldðif only his path to clarity and truth is 
followed. Perhaps the best we can hope for is to 
temper the intemperate and to tame the perverse 
temptation that lurks within.ò ~ Paul Kurtz 
(2014), Multi-Secularism: A New Agenda, p. 338 

The Committee for Skeptical Inquiry promotes science 
and scientific inquiry, critical thinking, science education, 
and the use of reason in examining important issues. It 
encourages the critical investigation of controversial or 
extraordinary claims from a responsible, scientific point of 
view and disseminates factual information about the results 
of such inquiries to the scientific community, the media, 
and the public.  

http://bit.ly/1ZZ5LPU_TBS
http://www.gpposner.com/
http://bit.ly/1ZZ5LPU_TBS
http://bit.ly/1ZZ5LPU_TBS
http://bit.ly/1ZZ5LPU_TBS
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2pTDfEj
http://bit.ly/2HSbIvv
http://bit.ly/2HSbIvv
https://www.etsy.com/people/shmaquarius77
http://bit.ly/2HADKXW















